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THOR ISN'T THE ONL|

um{jl&“l‘

I/t appears that Thor, the most feared “junk” pitcher in
the aerospace league, released the secret of his
lightning-bolt ball to junior members of his cumulus clan
some time ago. And theyre tossing sizzling fireballs just as
accurately as their team’s leading pitcher. It’s not that
Thor plans to retire, or skip his regular rotation on the
mound. What's hurting the good guys on the pilots” team
is Thor’s delegation of lightning strike authority to lesser
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lights on his turbulent team,; and a sneaky rules change
that didn’t receive too much publicity. It works this way:
While you're at bat, keeping your baby blues glued on
Thor, one of his renegade “ringers” somewhere on the
diamond rears back and rips you with a strike. You're
called out, and don’t even know who skewered you! And
the unkindest cut of all? Your team manager accuses you
of standing too close to the plate. N
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‘ti’cal Air Command

Crew Cllier of the Month

Staff Sergeant Leonard J. Roque, 414 Fighter Weapons
Squadron, Nellis Air Force Base, Nevada, has been
selected to receive the TAC Crew Chief Safety Award.
Sergeant Roque will receive a letter of appreciation from
the Commander of Tactical Air Command and an
engraved award.

SSgt Roque

ractical Air Command

Maintenance Man of tlle Montll

Staff Sergeant James J. Bissette, 15 Tactical Fighter
Wing, MacDill Air Force Base, Florida, has been selected
to receive the TAC Maintenance Man Safety Award.
Sergeant Bissette will receive a letter of appreciation from
the Commander of Tactical Air Command and an
engraved award.

SSgt Bissette
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with o maintenance dlant.

missing, and so were the locking bolts which someone had
failed to install. Because the locks were not in place air
pressures at high mach caused the door to give way with
such force that it took the actuator, and hydraulic hoses,
with it allowing fluid depletion and eventual utility
failure.

Anyone care to debate the importance of securing
those panels?

Loose Goose

After the second flight of the day, the pilot was
missing a hydraulic system door panel on his favorite bird.
‘ew preflight and end-of-runway checks had not
.ted anything amiss before launch.
“—However, the crew chief did recall opening the door to
check fluid level before the second flight and remembers
securing all five fasteners so that the panel was flush with
the fuselage. However — and get this big HOWEVER — he
also remembers that all the airlock fasteners were worn
and seemed looser than normal.

The crew chief probably felt that he was doing the
aircrew a favor by getting the bird launched, but it makes
one wonder how his judgment would be when it comes to
releasing the bird with other systems loose as a goose.

When is o Team o Team &

A crew chief and his assistant had to make a functional
check of the barrier arresting hook on their F-105. The
chief took the cockpit while his helper moved toward the
hook with a PSM-6 tester in hand. Soon the chief called
out for the first test, and continued with the
switch-flipping checks done may times before, without
further audible calls confirming checklist progress.

Then he heard the sharp report of the barrier hook
explosive bolt, as it exploded in the hands of his friend;

also proceeded with the check without verbal calls,

“AC ATTACK

and was actually ahead of his chief in the cockpit. He was
replacing the bolt — called for after the stray voltage test
on the bolt circuit — at the exact time when his chief
flipped the cockpit switch to make the stray voltage
check.,

The helper didn’t lose his hand, but he collected five
fragments which needed some picking out, and he learned
a lesson the hard way about the importance of
coordination in any team effort.

Wayuward Wind

Lead Herky on a low-level formation dropped a panel
from his left wing area. Number two saw it go by.
Handling characteristics didnt change and the crew
couldn’t find any clues in flight. After landing, they
discovered that the heat shield fairing aft of number two's
tail pipe has torn away, scraping the left horizontal
stabilizer after departing. It appears that several rivets
were missing out of the 30 along the panel’s leading edge.
Airflow under the panel tore it away from the
still-fastened attachment screws. The exhaust gas
discotoration of the panel makes it hard to see missing
rivets, but they're trying harder now.

Birds, Yes.... But Bees !

During takeoff, an F-4 pilot thought pitch feel was
very light, and at both 200 and 300 KIAS he experienced
mild PlO. At level off, the stick felt heavy though trim
was in full nose-up condition. So he headed back home
and made an uneventful straight-in landing.

Maintenance personnel found a bee lodged in the
bellows ram air inlet port, restricting air flow through the
port, which in turn allowed the control stick to free-fall
forward because of the bobweight force.

Besides inspecting ram air inlet ports before each
flight, ground crewmen in this unit are now quick to
install covers after flight.
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